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RESOLUTION 2016-17

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF SAN JUAN
BAUTISTA APPROVING THE NOISE ORDINANCE AND RECOMMENDING TO
THE CITY COUNCIL AMENDMENT OF THE SAN JUAN BAUTISTA MUNICIPAL
CODE TO ADD CHAPTER 11-30 REGULATING NOISE

WHEREAS, the General Plan of the City of San Juan Bautista provides the basic framework for
the Planning Commission to regulate and guide growth within the City and surrounding sphere
of influence, and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed the San Juan Bautista Municipal Code for
its ability to regulate noise, and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recognizes the current Municipal Code lacks the ability
to regulate noise in the city, and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed, analyzed and developed comprehensive
regulations and standards for regulating noise, and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that the project is exempt from environmental
review per CEQA Guidelines under the General Rule (Section 15061(b)(3)). The project
involves updates and revisions to existing regulations. The proposed code amendments are
consistent with California Law, specifically Government Code section 65850.5 and Civil Code
section 714. It can be said with certainty that the proposed Municipal Code text amendments
will have no significant negative effect on the environment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of San
Juan Bautista does hereby approve Exhibit “A,” Noise Regulations, and recommends to the City
Council the adoption thereof and amendment of the San Juan Bautista Municipal Code, adding
Chapter 11-30,

“Noise Regulations,” as described in Exhibit “A” that follows:
Exhibit A

Said exceptions shall apply only to the extent and during the hours specified in each of the
following enumerated exceptions.

(@ General Daytime Exception. Any noise source which does not produce a noise level
exceeding seventy (70) dBA at a distance of twenty-five (25) feet under its most noisy condition
of use shall be exempt if (a) between the hours of eight (8) a.m. and eight (8) p.m. Monday
through Friday, nine (9) a.m. and eight (8) p.m. on Saturday, except Sundays and holidays, when
the exemption herein shall apply between ten (10) a.m. and six (6) p.m.

(b) Construction. Except for construction on residential property as described in subsection
(c) of this section, construction, alteration and repair activities which are authorized by valid city
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building permit shall be prohibited on Sundays and holidays and shall be prohibited except
between the hours of eight (8) a.m. and six (6) p.m. Monday through Friday, nine (9) a.m. and
six (6) p.m. on Saturday provided that the construction, demolition or repair activities during
those hours meet the following standards:

(1) No individual piece of equipment shall produce a noise level exceeding one hundred
and ten (110) dBA at a distance of twenty-five (25) feet. If the device is housed within a
structure on the property, the measurement shall be made outside the structure at a distance as
close to twenty-five (25) feet from the equipment as possible.

(2) The noise level at any point outside of the property line of the project shall not exceed
one hundred ten (110) dBA.

(3) The holder of a valid construction permit for a construction project in a non-residential
zone shall post a sign at all entrances to the construction site upon commencement of
construction, for the purpose of informing all contractors and subcontractors, their employees,
agents, materials personnel and all other persons at the construction site, of the basic
requirements of this chapter.

(A)  Said sign(s) shall be posted at least five (5) feet above ground level, and shall be of a
white background, with black lettering, which lettering shall be a minimum of one and one-half
(1 %) inches in height.

(B) Said sign shall read as follows:
CONSTRUCTION HOURS
*All projects are subject to further regulation per situational basis*
FOR NON-RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
(Includes Any and All Deliveries)
MONDAY - FRIDAY........ 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
SATURDAY......... 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
SUNDAY/HOLIDAYS........ Construction prohibited.

Violation of this Ordinance is a misdemeanor punishable by a maximum of six (6) months in jail,
$1,000 fine, or both. Violators will be prosecuted.

(@ Construction on Residential Property. Construction, alteration, demolition or repair
activities conducted in a residential zone, authorized by valid city building permit, shall be
prohibited on Sundays and holidays and is prohibited on all other days except during the hours of
eight (8) a.m. and six (6) p.m. Monday through Friday, nine (9) a.m. and six (6) p.m. on
Saturday, provided that the construction, demolition or repair activities during those hours meet
the following standards:
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(1) No individual piece of equipment shall produce a noise level exceeding one hundred
ten (110) dBA at a distance of twenty-five (25) feet. If the device is housed within a structure on
the property, the measurement shall be made outside the structure at a distance as close to
twenty-five (25) feet from the equipment as possible.

(2) The noise level at any point outside of the property plane of the project shall not exceed
one hundred ten (110) dBA.

(3) The holder of a valid building permit for a construction project located within any
residential zone shall post a sign at all entrances to the construction site upon commencement of
construction, for the purpose of informing all contractors and subcontractors, their employees,
agents, materialmen and all other persons at the construction site, of the basic requirements of
this chapter.

(A) Said sign(s) shall be posted no less than three (3) feet and no more than five (5) feet
above ground level, shall be visible from the adjacent street, and shall be of a white background,
with black lettering, which lettering shall be a minimum of one and one-half inches (1 %2) in
height.

(B) Said sign shall read as follows:

HOURS FOR RESIDENTIAL Areas (including R1, R2, R3, MU)
(includes any and all deliveries)
MONDAY-FRIDAY.......7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
SATURDAY/SUNDAY/HOLIDAYS......9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Violation of this Ordinance is a misdemeanor punishable by a maximum of six (6) months in
jail, $1,000 fine, or both. Violators will be prosecuted.

(@) Other Equipment. Equipment used by city employees, city contractors, or public utility
companies or their contractors, not covered by subsections (b) and (c) of this section, shall be
allowed during the same hours as the exception set forth in subsection (b) of this section,
providing no piece of equipment shall produce a noise level which exceeds one hundred ten
(110) dBA, measured at a distance of twenty-five (25) feet from the equipment.

(b) Residential Power Equipment. Residential power equipment shall be allowed during
the hours of eight (8) a.m. and eight (8) p.m. Monday through Friday, nine (9) a.m. and six (6)
p.m. Saturday, Sundays and holidays, providing it does not produce a noise level that exceeds
ninety-five (95) dBA measured at twenty-five feet (25) from the equipment and is not being
operated for construction.

(c) Leaf Blowers.

(1) No person shall operate any leaf blower which does not bear an affixed manufacturer's
label indicating the model number of the leaf blower and designating a noise level not in excess
of sixty-five (65) dBA when measured from a distance of fifty feet (55) utilizing American
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National Standard Institute methodology. Any leaf blower which bears such a manufacturer's
label shall be presumed to comply with any noise level limit of this chapter provided that it is
operated with all mufflers and full extension tubes supplied by the manufacturer for that leaf
blower. No person shall operate any leaf blower without attachment of all mufflers and full
extension tubes supplied by the manufacturer for that leaf blower.

(2) No person shall operate any leaf blowers within a residential zone except during the
following hours: nine (9) a.m. and five (5) p.m. Monday through Friday and ten (10) a.m. and
four (4) p.m. Saturday. No person shall operate any leaf blower within any non-residential zone
except during the following hours: eight (8) a.m. and six (6) p.m. Monday through Friday, and
ten (10) a.m. to four (4) p.m. Saturday. No landscaping and/or yard maintenance crews/
individuals shall operate any leaf blowers on Sundays and holidays. In addition to all
authorizations and restrictions otherwise provided in this chapter, public streets, sidewalks, and
parking lots in historic and industrial districts and all city parks may be cleaned between eight (8)
a.m. and twelve (12) p.m. using leaf blowers which bear an affixed manufacturer's label
indicating the model number of the leaf blower and designating a noise level not in excess of
sixty-five (65) dBA when measured from a distance of fifty (50) feet utilizing American National
Standard Institute methodology.

(e) Refuse Collection. Refuse collection activities in residential areas shall be permitted
between the hours of six (6) a.m. and six (6) p.m. daily, provided they do not produce a noise
level in excess of ninety-five (95) dBA measured at a distance of twenty-five (25) feet from the
activity.

(f)  Safety Devices. Aural warning devices which are required by law to protect the health,
safety and welfare of the community shall not produce a noise level more than three (3) dBA
above the standard or minimum level stipulated by law.

(g) Emergencies. Noises related to emergency situation such as sirens are exempt from this
chapter.

(h)  Public Parking Lot Cleaning. Cleaning equipment (other than leaf blowers), when used
in public parking lots, shall be allowed during the hours of eight (8) a.m. and twelve (12) p.m.
daily, providing no such piece of equipment shall produce a noise level that exceeds ninety (90)
dBA measured at a distance of twenty-five (25) feet.

(1) Historic District Street Cleaning. Cleaning equipment (other than leaf blowers),
when used in public streets and public sidewalks within the public right-of-way
in historic districts shall be allowed during the hours of eight (8) a.m. and twelve
(12) p.m. daily, providing no such piece of equipment shall produce a noise level
that exceeds ninety (90) dBA measured at a distance of twenty-five (25) feet.

California Vehicle Code

Motorcycle Limits
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27202. For the purposes of Section 27200, the following noise limits shall apply to any
motorcycle, other than a motor-driven cycle, manufactured:

(1) After 1969, and before 1973 .......cooveiiiie e 88 dba
(2) After 1972, and before 1975.......cccovieieeecie e 86 dba
(3) After 1974, and before 1986..........ccccevvvevereniniesieie e 83 dba
(4) ATEEE 1985......eoeeoeeeeeeeeeeeee e es e e s es s 80 dba

Pre-1970 Motorcycle Limit

27201. For the purposes of Section 27200, the noise limit of ninety-two (92) dbA shall apply to
any motorcycle manufactured before 1970.

RADIOS, RECORD PLAYERS DISTURBING PEACE IN NEIGHBORHOOD:

It shall be unlawful for any person within the city to use or operate or cause to be operated or to
play any radio, phonograph, jukebox, record player, loudspeaker, musical instrument,
mechanical device, machine, apparatus, or instrument for intensification or amplification of the
human voice or any sound or noise in a manner so loud as to be calculated to disturb the peace
and good order of the neighborhood or sleep of ordinary persons in nearby residences or so loud
as to unreasonably disturb and interfere with the peace and comfort of the occupants of nearby
residences.

The operation of any such instrument, phonograph, jukebox, machine or device in such manner
as to be plainly audible at a distance of one hundred feet (100") from the building, structure,
vehicle, or place in which, or on which it is situated or located shall be prima facie evidence of a
violation of this section.

EXTERIOR NOISE STANDARDS:

A. It is unlawful for any person at any location within the incorporated areas of the city to create
any noise, or to allow the creation of any noise, on property owned, leased, occupied or
otherwise controlled by such person which causes the exterior noise level when measured at any
affected residence, school, hospital, church or public library to exceed the noise level standards
as set forth in the following table:

EXTERIOR NOISE LEVEL STANDARDS, dBA
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Daytime Nighttime

Category 7:00 AM. To 10:00 P.M. |10:00 P.M. To 7:00 A.M.
Hourly Leg 50 45
Maximum sound level (Lvax) |70 65

B. In the event the measured ambient noise level without the alleged offensive source in
operation exceeds the applicable noise level standard in either category above, the applicable
standard or standards shall be adjusted so as to equal the ambient noise level.

C. Each of the noise level standards specified above shall be reduced by five (5) dB for pure tone
noises, noises consisting primarily of speech or music, or for recurring impulsive noises.

D. If the intruding noise source is continuous and cannot reasonably be discontinued or stopped
for a time period whereby the ambient noise level without the source can be measured, the noise
level measured while the source is in operation shall be compared directly to the noise level
standards.

RESIDENTIAL INTERIOR NOISE STANDARDS:

A. It is unlawful for any person at any location within the incorporated areas of the city, to
operate or cause to be operated within a dwelling unit or on property occupied by a
nonresidential use, any source of sound or to allow the creation of any noise which causes the
noise level when measured inside another dwelling unit to exceed the noise level standards as set
forth in the following table:

INTERIOR NOISE LEVEL STANDARDS, dBA

Daytime Nighttime
Category 7:00 A.M. To 10:00 P.M. |10:00 P.M. To 7:00 A.M.
Maximum sound level (Lmax) |55 45

B. The noise level standards specified above shall be reduced by five (5) dB for pure tone noises,
noises consisting primarily of speech or music, or for recurring impulsive noises.
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C. If the intruding noise source is continuous and cannot reasonably be discontinued or stopped
for a time period whereby the ambient noise level without the source can be measured, the noise
level measured while the source is in operation shall be compared directly to the noise level
standards.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of San Juan Bautista this
1st day of March, 2016 by the following vote:

AYES: Guibert, Medeiros, Gredassoff, Coke, Franco

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

Chairperson Ernest J. Franco

ATTEST:

Trish Paetz, Deputy City Clerk



