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CITY OF SAN JUAN BAUTISTA 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 18, 2014 

MINUTES 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
      A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –   Mayor Moore led the pledge of 
        allegiance. 
       
      B.  ROLL CALL   Present:            Mayor Moore, Vice Mayor Lund, Council   

       Members Cosio, Boch and Edge 
 
           Absent:    Fire Chief Fox, City Treasurer Geiger 
 

        Staff Present:   City Manager Grimsley, City Clerk McIntyre, 
        City Attorney Thacher, Asst. City Planner Leal 
         

2. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Natasha Weist (Hollister) spoke against against fracking. Rachael Ponce (SJB, 
Resident) announced an upcoming fundraiser benefitting Aromas School. No 
other public comment was heard. 
 

3. PUBLIC HEARING 
A.  The City Council shall review and make a decision on an appeal of 
action taken by the Planning Commission at a meeting held on February 4, 
2014. City Council action shall include consideration of a resolution to 
approve a mitigated negative declaration for the project. This appeal is 
from approval of a conditional use permit and design review permit for 
construction of an ARCO Fuel Station, Convenience Store and Quick 
Service Restaurant at 404-408 The Alameda (APN #002-52-012). The project 
applicant is Harbhajan (Harvey) Dadwal.  The appellant is Daniel J. De 
Vries, attorney, representing Leal Vineyards, Inc.  

  

Dan DeVries, attorney for Leal Vineyards, Inc. stated there is a problem with the  
mitigation measures as the project will affect the neighbors, should provide on-
site drainage, and requires a traffic study. John McCormack, representing Harvey 
Dadwal provided a power point presentation describing the project. Mayor Moore 
opened the public hearing. Sonora Vasquez (Resident, SJB) spoke against the 
project. Tod DuBois (Property owner, SJB) spoke in support of the project, City 
staff and the Planning Commission. Larry Cain (Resident, SJB) was concerned 
with the amount of traffic the project would bring to the Hwy 156/The Alameda 
intersection and commented that the number of people in Council Chambers 
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exceeds the room capacity. Elayne Reyna (Resident, SJB), was concerned with 
flooding around the site, traffic, and the war veterans with PTSD living out in that 
area that would be affected. Tammy Casteneda Huracha (Proprietor, SJB) had a 
problem with changes made to the ordinance lifting the Big Box ban. Sonne 
Reyna (Resident, SJB) spoke against the project. Diana Carr (Resident, SJB) 
was concerned the gas station would attract gangsters. Rachel Ponce (Resident, 
SJB) spoke in support of the project. Reuben Lopez (Resident, SJB) spoke in 
support of the project and felt competition is good. Reuben Gonzales (Resident, 
SJB) commented he lives across the street from the project and no one spoke 
with him, and was concerned with flooding and traffic. Cynthia Ponce (Resident, 
SJB) spoke against the project. Maggie Bilich (Resident, SJB) spoke against the 
project. Desmond Drishell (Hollister resident) spoke in favor of a visitor center. 
Valerie Egland (Resident, San Juan Valley) asked staff to rethink that 
intersection. Ray Sanchez (Resident, SJB) was in favor of a gas station but not in 
that location). Bob Reid (Resident, San Juan Valley) spoke in support of City staff 
and the Planning Commission’s decision. Scott Freels (Resident, SJB) was 
concerned with the proximity of the City well to underground gas tanks, and the 
traffic, flooding, semi trucks, and law enforcement involved with a gas station. 
David Medeiros (Resident, SJB/Planning Commission) thanked appointed and 
elected officials and staff and welcomed everyone to attend public meetings of 
the City. Leslie Mandic (Resident, SJB) spoke against the project. Margot 
Tankersley (Hollister resident/SJB proprietor) spoke against the project. Richard 
Ponce (Resident, SJB) spoke in favor of the project commenting that the gas 
station will help the downtown thrive. John Hopper (Resident, SJB) commented 
the public present tonight should have been present when these issues were 
discussed at public meetings. Dan Gonzales (Proprietor, SJB) spoke against the 
project. Carl Skow (SJB property owner) was in favor of the project but 
concerned with traffic at the intersesction. Deputy City Clerk Paetz read a letter 
from Debbie Taylor, President of the San Benito County Chamber of Commerce, 
supporting the ARCO project, and an e-mail from Larry Gebrandt (Resident/ 
Business Owner, SJB) also supporting the gas station project. Mayor Moore 
closed the public hearing.  
 
Council Member Cosio noted, during a show of hands, 50% of those present in 
the audience tonight are for the project. Council Member Edge asked the City 
Manager if there was a traffic study, and he responded, yes, and it is in the file. 
Council Member Edge commented the timing is off for Leal, and supports the 
Planning Commission. Vice Mayor Lund commented the town is stagnant, and 
residents need to teach their children how to cross that intersection. Mayor 
Moore commented he wished the public had been present at the Planning 
Commission meetings, and the City needs more revenues to survive and provide 
services. 
 
A motion was made by Council Member Boch and seconded by Council Member 
Edge to adopt Resolution 2014-04, adopting a mitigated negative declaration for 
Conditional Use Permit Project No. 2014-101 and Design Review 2014-101, 
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consisting of an ARCO fuel station, convenience store, and quick serve 
restaurant at 404-408 The Alameda. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0.  
 
A motion was made by Council Member Boch and seconded by Council Member 
Edge to continue the decision on the appeal to a special meeting on April 9, and 
direct staff to come back with a resolution addressing the items brought up 
tonight. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 

  
B.  Consider Passing and Adopting Ordinance No. 2014-XX Amending 
Section 11-04-110 and Chapter 11-29 of the Municipal Code to Modify 
Provisions for Design and Architectural Review of Retail Businesses, and 
Visitor Accommodations within the City of San Juan Bautista. 
 
City Manager Grimsley presents a staff report stating this is the second reading 
of the ordinance. Mayor Moore opened the public hearing. John Hopper 
(Resident, SJB) asked the Council to be mindful of spirit of the original ordinance, 
which was to not duplicate a service or need already present in the City. Cara 
Vonk (property owner, SJB) spoke against the ordinance. Mayor Moore closed 
the public hearing. 
 
Council Member Boch commented that franchise businesses have requirements 
that cannot be met in San Juan Bautista. Council Member Lund commented that 
this ordinance is an effort to strengthen the community. Council Member Edge 
spoke in support of the ordinance. Council Member Cosio commented the city 
already has fast food, fast food is not necessarily bad, and locals are not going to 
buy McDonalds so McDonalds will not come to San Juan Bautista. Mayor Moore 
spoke in support of the Planning Commission’s recommendation. 
 
A motion made by Council Member Cosio and seconded by Council Member 
Boch to adopt the Ordinance 2014-01 amending Section 11-04-110 and Chapter 
11-29 of the municipal code to modify provisions for design and architectural 
review of retail businesses, restaurant businesses, and visitor accommodations 
with the city. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 
 

4.  CONSENT ITEMS 
 A.  Approve Affidavit of Posting Agenda 

B.  Approve Affidavit of Posting Public Notice 
C.  Waive Reading of Ordinances and Resolutions on Tonight’s Agenda 

           Beyond Title 
D. Approve Minutes for the February 18, 2014 Regular Meeting 
E. Approve Resolution 2014-03 for Street Closures 
F. Approve Resolution 2014-XX Ordering Preparation of an Engineer’s 

Report for Fiscal year 2014-15 for Valle Vista Landscape and Lighting 
Maintenance Assessment District No. 1 

G. Approve Final Parcel Map, P.M. 2014-102, and Accept the Offers of 
Dedication as Shown on Said Map, the Six Foot Wide Dedication Along 
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Third Street, the Six Foot Public Utility Easement, the Twenty Foot Wide 
Storm Drainage Easement, and the Thirty Foot Wide Natural Drainage 
Easement, for Public Use, and Authorize the City Clerk to Sign a 
Statement of Dedication Acceptance 

 
Council Member Cosio asked to pull the minutes for the February 18, 2014 
regular meeting.  
 
A motion was made by Council Member Edge and seconded by Council Member 
Boch to approve all items on the consent agenda, except Item D, the minutes for 
the February 18, 2014 regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 
 
Whereupon, Council Member Cosio provided corrections to the minutes.  
 
A motion was made by Council Member Cosio and seconded by Vice Mayor 
Lund to approve the minutes for the Regular Meeting of February 18, 2014 as 
corrected. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 
 

5. ACTION ITEMS 
A.  Set Public Review and Special Meeting for Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG), April 9 
City Manager Grimsley asked Council to set a special meeting for April 9 to pass 
a resolution supporting submission of a Community Development Block Grant 
and for considering a resolution denying the ARCO station appeal. 

 
A motion was made by Council Member Lund and seconded by Council Member 
Edge to call a special meeting for April 9 at 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers. The 
motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 

 

6. PRESENTATIONS, INFORMATIONAL ITEMS AND REPORTS 
A.  Monthly Financial Statements and Treasurer’s Report 
City Treasurer Geiger was not present. City Manager Grimsley responded to 
questions posed by Council. Mayor Moore opened for public comment. No 
comments were received. 
 
B.  Sheriff’s Report: Monthly Activity 
Council members were provided with a report in their packet. A question and 
answer period followed. Mayor Moore opened for public comment. No comments 
were received. 
 
C.  Fire Chief’s Report  
City of Hollister Fire Chief Mike O’Connor was not present. No report was 
provided. A question and answer period followed. Mayor Moore opened for public 
comment. No comments were received. 
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D.  Library Report 
Council members were provided with a report in their packet. A question and 
answer period followed. Mayor Moore opened for public comment. No comments 
were received. 
 
E. Administrative Report  
Council members were provided with a report in their packet. City Manager 
Grimsley reported he would include an overview of the Fiscal Year 2014-2015  
Budget at the regular Council meeting in April. A question and answer period 
followed. Mayor Moore opened for public comment. No comments were received. 

 
F. Public Meetings and Committee Reports 
Mayor Moore reported the interview process was underway for hiring personnel 
under the SAFER grant, and plans for a new fire station at the airport were 
discussed at the Fire Protection Meeting. Council Member Lund reported the 
Homeless Coalition’s goal is to get 100,000 people into permanent housing in 
California and the Intergovernment Committee will apply funding for San Benito 
County. Council Member Cosio reported members of the Neighborhood Watch 
Committee discussed ways to make the city more attractive, including 
abatement, citing abandoned cars, and picking up after dogs and suggested 
budgeting for a code enforcement officer. Council Member Cosio reported on the 
AMBAG meeting, and provided the metropolitan traffic and sustainable 
community site website address (www.movingforward.org) for posting.  
 

7. COMMENTS 
A.  City Council Members: Council Member Edge commented on efforts to 
repair the street light at Ahwahnee and First Street.  
 
B. City Manager: City Manager Grimsley asked residents to reduce water use 
by 20%, and Well #1 is at the critical stage.   
 

C. City Attorney: No comments made. 
  

8.  ADJOURNMENT 
     A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m. 
 
 
        

http://www.movingforward.org/

